
Whither thou goest I will go
THE BOOK OF RUTH

A THREE WEEK STUDY



SCHEDULE

• Three Weeks ending April 7-8
• Holy Land Presentation on April 14-15
• Bible Study Field Trip to Williamsburg, 

VA—Monday, May 12 – Thursday, May 15



Holy Land Preview



ANCIENT MAGDALA
Home of Mary called Magdeline



Magdala



Mosaic Floor



Modern Church



Open to All Christian Traditions



New Excavations



They Lived Happily Ever After

• In the midst of a Scripture
• Filled with war and retaliation
• With trickery and treachery among 

brothers
• With disobedience and unfaithfulness
• The Book of Ruth is a breath of fresh 

air, an island of tranquility
• In which they live happily ever after!



The Book of Ruth

• Is a story of a loving and caring community
• Of loyalty that exceeds human 

responsibility
• Of God’s providence and intervention
• But it is a story of family and survival
• Of loss and recovery
• Famine and harvest
• Barrenness and fruitfulness
• Life and Death



When Judges Ruled (verse 1)

• Judges was a time of repeated warfare 
between Israel and her enemies as well 
and conflict between the tribes

• Note the last verse of Judges (21:25)
• “In those days there was no King in 

Israel; all the people did what was right 
in their own eyes”

• The book of Ruth stands as a 
counterpoint to this picture



Counterpoint

• Moves from Tribal level to Family
• From warfare to constructive and 

peaceful individual action
• Examples of faithful obedience
• Doing justice, loving mercy, and walking 

humbly with God
• It models upright and peaceful 

relationships with foreigners



Conclusion

• This upright behavior, faithful 
obedience, doing justice, loving mercy, 
and walking humbly with God

• Sets in motion the emergence of royal 
leadership whose absence is lamented in 
the closing words of Judges

• Ruth becomes the mother of Obed
• Obed the father of Jesse
• Jesse is the father of . . . 



Jesse is the father of . . .



Bethlehem-Ephrathah

• (Vs 2) They were Ephrathites from 
Bethlehem

• Micah 5: 2 
•  But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

    who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
    one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
    from ancient days.



Genesis 35

•  So Rachel died, and she was buried on 
the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem), 
20 and Jacob set up a pillar at her grave; 
it is the pillar of Rachel’s tomb, which is 
there to this day.

• Rachel’s Tomb is in modern Bethlehem
• Bethlehem-Ephrathah are twin towns
• Like Winston-Salem



Famine in the Land

• Israel is currently in a drought
• A famine is referenced 84 times in the 

OT
• Genesis 43 “The famine was severe in 

the land”  (Brothers journey to Egypt)
• Elijah on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18)
• Nazareth was populated with families 

from Bethlehem due to a famine  



House of Bread

• Bethlehem is the “House of Bread” 
but there was no bread
• Ephrathah means “fruitful”
• Because there was no bread they 

journeyed to the country of Moab 
and settled there



Land of Moab



Moab

• Negative connotation
• Genesis 19, after the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah, Moab is begotten 
out of the shameful act of incest 
between Lot and his daughters

• The reader would be shocked that 
Elimelech would journey there

• But this is a matter of survival



Names

• Elimelech—My God is King
• Naomi—the pleasant one
• Mahlon—the weakling
• Chilion—the pining one
• Ruth--friend



Moabite Wives

• Why was it important for the sons to 
marry?

• Normally the word for marriage is to 
“take”

• But here the word is “to lift up” as if to 
imply taking a wife against her will

• They were married for ten years 
without children



Question of Identity

• Elimelech left his home
• He dies leaving Naomi a widow
• Sons marry foreign wives
• No children
• Both sons die
• Hopeless situation
• “Then she started to return” (verse 6)
• For “The Lord”  had given his people bread



The Turning Point

• The Lord is mentioned for the first 
time

• He has given people food
• Now, human action is required
• Naomi is returning, not just to find 

food, but to reclaim her identity that 
has been lost

• Two Moabite Daughters-in-Law that are 
coming with her



Naomi’s Motivation

• Go back to your “mother’s house”
• Why?
• They would have a better chance
• Or Naomi would be condemned for 

bringing home “foreigners”  
• A Blessing “May the Lord deal kindly 

with you”



Hesed “God’s Loving-Kindness”

• Three Criteria
• 1) The action is essential to the survival 

or well-being of the recipient
• 2) The needed action is one that only the 

person doing the act of hesed can provide
• 3) The act of hesed takes place within 

the context of an existing, established, 
and positive relationship



A Prayer

• May you find a husband!
• A matter of survival
• Sad farewell
• Verse 10  “We will return with you”



Who is My Family?

• Upon marriage, the women became part 
of their husband’s family

• The husband’s death would not release 
the widow from the dead man’s family

• Naomi’s offer is a gracious gift, 
releasing them from this family 
obligation

• Orpah accepts the gift



What Happened to Orpah?



Rabbinical Tradition

• Traveled 4 miles with Naomi before 
deciding to turn back

• She abandoned herself to an immoral 
life

• However, she was rewarded for 
traveling the 4 miles with four sons

• The sons were giants
• One of whom was “Goliath”  



But Ruth Clung to Her

• Ruth refused to renounce her new 
identity 

• “Entreat me not to leave thee” means do 
not abandon me

• What follows are words of a covenant, 
with an increased level of intensity



Radical Commitment

• Where you go, I will go
• Where you lodge, I will lodge
• Your people, will become my people
• Your God, will become my God
• Where you die, I will die
• Where you are buried, I will be buried



Your God/My God

• YHWH’s people are not always chosen
• They must choose YHWH
• The reference to death and burial 

indicated a life-long commitment



Gathered to their Ancestors



Beautiful Wedding Passage



A Girl Named Danny
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