
The Poor in Spirit
The Beatitudes:  Session 2



J.B. Phillips:  Your God is Too Small

• Most people think:
“Happy are the pushers:  for they get on in 

the world.”
Jesus Christ said:

“Happy are those who realize their spiritual 
poverty:  they have already entered the 
Kingdom of reality.”



Jim Forest

• From the Netherlands
• Orthodox Peace Fellowship
• The Ladder of the Beatitudes
• There are eight beatitudes . . eight facets of 

discipleship.
• Yet in another sense, there is only one 

beatitude, because all are aspects of life in 
communion with God.



Like Rungs on a Ladder

• Which Christ has arranged in an exact 
order

• Each step builds on the foundation of the 
previous step,

• Each step leads to the next, each is 
indispensable.

• We can’t divide them up, retaining those 
we find appealing and leaving those we 
don’t care for to others



The Ladder

• The Poor in Spirit
•        Those who mourn
•                  The meek
•                            Those who hunger and  

       thirst for righteousness



The Ladder

• The Merciful
•          The Pure in Heart
•                       The Peacemakers
•                                   Persecuted for 

righteousness sake



The Problem

• We all should be poor in spirit
•       We all should hunger and thirst for 

righteousness
•        We are should be merciful and pure in 

heart and peacemakers



BUT . . . 

• Is it necessary that we all mourn?
• There is a time to be meek, but there is also a 

time for action.  “No one who puts his hand to 
the plow and looks back . . .”

• Is it necessary that we all be persecuted?  



Not Entrance Requirements

• Not conditional, but indicitive
• Too often those characteristics -- the poor in 

spirit, those that mourn, the meek, those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, the pure 
in heart, the peacemakers, and the persecuted 
-- are turned into ideals we must strive to 
attain.



Descriptions

• As ideals, they can become formulas for power 
rather than descriptions of the kind of people 
characteristic of the new age brought about 
by Christ; for the beatitudes are not general 
recommendations for anyone but describe 
those who have been washed by the blood of 
the Lamb.



Blessing on Authentic Disciples

• All the beatitudes apply to one group of 
people, the real Christians of Matthew’s 
community.  They do not describe 9 
different kinds of good people who get to go 
to heaven, but are 9 declarations about the 
blessedness, contrary to all appearances, of 
the Christian community.  They are oriented 
to life together in the community, not to 
individualistic ethics. (Eugene Boring)



“And That’s The Way It Is”



The Poor in Spirit

• “Poor in Spirit” or “Poor”
• Luke 6: 20  “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the 

Kingdom of God”
• In Luke the beatitudes are placed in contrast to a 

series of woes beginning in 6: 24.
• Luke 6: 24  “But woe to you that are rich, for you 

have received your consolation”
• Luke’s Gospel focuses much more on 

socioeconomic injustice



Did Jesus Say Poor or Poor in Spirit?

• The Answer is . . . . . . . . .

•YES!
• I am sure Jesus said both at 

different times in his ministry
• We will focus on “Poor in Spirit”



Passau



St. Stephen’s Cathedral



The Bishop







Largest Pipe Organ in Europe

• Over time, the Passau Cathedral has acquired 
the largest organ outside of the United States. 
It is also the largest cathedral organ in the 
world. The organ currently has 17,774 pipes 
and 233 registers, all of which can be played 
with the five-manual general console in the 
gallery. Portions of the organ have their own 
mechanical-action or electric-action consoles, 
for a total of six consoles.



Who Are the “Poor in Spirit?”

• Tom Long says these are “Spiritual 
Beggars”

• It includes those who are pushed to the 
edges of society, the marginalized, 
those who are trampled down 
economically

• They are often forgotten by society, 
but they are not abandoned by God



The Poor in Belize





Poor in Spirit

• Is not a glorification of poverty



St. Francis of Assisi

• Devoted his life to self-sacrifice and asceticism
• Died in his mid-forties of malnourishment



Can A Rich Person Be Poor?



Dr. Long

• The Poor In Spirit also includes people 
who are threatened by disease, 
devoured by mental illness, whose lives 
have come apart.  Those who cannot 
make meaning for themselves and fall 
down as beggars before the mercy of 
God will find themselves treated as 
royalty in the kingdom of heaven.



Dr. Robert Guelich

• The Poor in Spirit are those standing 
without pretense before God, stripped 
of all self-sufficiency, self-security, 
and self-righteousness.  

• The first Beatitude declares that any 
who in desperation turn without 
pretense to God through the person and 
ministry of Jesus Christ are “blessed”



Isaiah 57: 15 (The Message)

• A Message from the high and towering God,
    who lives in Eternity,
    whose name is Holy:
“I live in the high and holy places,
    but also with the low-spirited, the spirit-
crushed,
And what I do is put new spirit in them,
    get them up and on their feet again.



Another Approach

• “Blessed are you even if you are not a person of 
powerful charismatic endowment.”  (Professor 
Robert Smith)

• Largely overlooked in discussions of Matthew’s 
situation are passages indicating that Matthew 
cast a critical eye on the behavior of leaders inside 
the young Christian movement. He struggled 
specifically against charismatically endowed 
Christian leaders disturbing the community.



Matthew 7: 15-20

• Be wary of false preachers who smile a lot, 
dripping with practiced sincerity. Chances are 
they are out to rip you off some way or other. 
Don’t be impressed with charisma; look for 
character. Who preachers are is the main thing, 
not what they say. A genuine leader will never 
exploit your emotions or your pocketbook. 
These diseased trees with their bad apples are 
going to be chopped down and burned.



Luther Carden



Kingdom of Heaven

• Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom of God
• Why does Matthew not say Kingdom of God?
• Jewish Gospel
• Jews will not speak the name of God



July 1913—No North, No South









The Poor in Spirit

• The Poor in Spirit are those standing 
without pretense before God, stripped 
of all self-sufficiency, self-security, 
and self-righteousness



Next Week

• Blessed are those who mourn,
• For they shall be comforted.
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